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Introduction  
 

The What-If Analysis feature allows students and advisors to explore degree requirements for a 
program (major, concentration, and/or minor) and to see how coursework would apply to the 
selected areas of study. A What-If Analysis can help students make an informed decision about 
whether changing their major/concentration/minor is a good choice.  

** What-If Analysis is a simulation only and does not officially change a student’s 
program of record. Undergraduate students who wish to change their major, 
concentration, and/or minor should go to https://spartancentral.uncg.edu/registration-
degree-planning/degree-planning/how-to-change-your-major/ 

Creating a What-If Analysis 
 

1. Directly under the student information section, the worksheet defaults to the Academic 
evaluation. Click on the What-If icon. The student’s official program of record will 
automatically populate. 

 

 

https://spartancentral.uncg.edu/registration-degree-planning/degree-planning/how-to-change-your-major/
https://spartancentral.uncg.edu/registration-degree-planning/degree-planning/how-to-change-your-major/
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2. Select the desired Catalog year and Program. The Level and Degree fields will 
automatically populate based on the selected Program. The In-progress and 
preregistered classes fields are selected by default. 
 

 
 
3. Areas of Study – the Major picklist should include majors associated with the 

program selected in step 2. Select the desired major. 
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4. Based on the selected major, the Concentration picklist will populate if applicable. If 
desired, select a Minor from the pick list.  

 

A  symbol will display when hovering on the pick list box if the selected major has no 
associated concentrations. If a concentration is required, an asterisk (*) will appear in 
the concentration box. Otherwise, click on the down arrow to view optional 
concentrations. 
 

5. Click the PROCESS button at the bottom right of the window. 
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6. The program information will be displayed based on the user’s selections. The student’s 
coursework will apply toward these requirements as applicable. 

 

In the following images, the highlighted portions are examples of a student’s coursework 
applying to the What-If selected areas of study. 
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7. The What-If Analysis block will collapse once the results are displayed. To generate a 
different What-If, click the caret to the far right to expand the section (arrow should be 
facing up). Click the RESET button at the bottom right of the window.  
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Additional Areas of Study 
 

Only majors with the same degree from the primary program section can be selected. Example: 
BA in Arts and Sciences: English Major + BA Peace and Conflict Studies Major.  

NOTE: Currently, majors for different degrees cannot be combined. Example: BA in 
Arts and Sciences: English Major + BS in Arts and Sciences: Psychology Major. Use the 
What-If separately for each degree and major. 

1. Enter the desired primary program items. 
a. Select at a minimum Catalog year, Program and Major.  
b. Under the Additional areas of study section, click the ‘+’ button (If the ‘+’ is not 

displayed, be sure the caret is facing up ^). 
c. Select Degree and Major.  
d. Click the ADD button. 
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2. Click the PROCESS button. The analysis will be generated based on the selected 
information. 
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Future Classes 
 

The Future Classes feature is located in the What-If Analysis tool. This feature can be used 
with the student’s official program of record or with simulating a different program. Students 
can enter courses they are planning to take in the future to see application toward the program’s 
degree progress. 
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Example 1: Future classes combined with a student’s official program of record (formerly 
known as Look Ahead) 

 

1. In the What-If Analysis section, click the box next to Use current curriculum. The 
program information will no longer be displayed. 

 

2. In the Future Classes section, add the course Subject (3 letter code) and Number. 
Click the ADD button.  
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3. Click the PROCESS button. 

 

4. The results will show the courses entered with a grade of PLAN and a term of Planned 
Term. Planned courses will also appear in the In-progress section. 
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Example 2: Future classes combined with a What-If change of program 

1. In the What-If section, select at a minimum the desired Program and Major. Review 
the steps listed here: Creating a What-If  

 

2. Enter the Future class Subject and Number. Click the ADD button. Click the 
PROCESS button. 
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3. The results will show the courses entered with a grade of PLAN and a term of Planned 
Term. 

 

Disclaimer 

Degree program requirements are subject to revision each academic year. Reference the 
University Catalog https://catalog.uncg.edu/programs/ to search programs listed by College or 
School.  

Major and/or concentration selection lists may include some outdated options – this should be 
corrected in a future software release.  Generally, if the user selects a major that is no longer a 
current option, the What-If results will display an informational alert in the major block. 

https://catalog.uncg.edu/programs/
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All students are encouraged to utilize the What-If Analysis when considering a change in their 
majors. However, graduate and doctoral students will have to apply to the program if they 
decide to go on a different academic path. For more information, we advise those students to 
consult with their academic departments or contact the Graduate School Office for more 
information.  
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